3. THE PHONEME 

There are 22 phonemes In Ngalkbun, of which 17 are consonants and 
5 are vowels. 

The consonants consist of six stops, five nasals, two laterals 
and four semi -consonants. The active articulator for the apico- 
alveolar and retrof lexed series is the tongue tfp but the I ami no- 
palatal is articulated with the tongue blade. 
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The distinctive features of the vowels are the back and non-back 
positions with high, mid and low tongue height. 
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